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© April has been a month of rejoicing for

philanthropists,
" - weather has had anything to do with the
“ghowers of blessings” is a question

. the practical results in favor of the af-
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T ONE GOOD THING.

Government preparations for the es-
tablishment of an important naval sta-
tion, costing $5,000,000, at Subig Bay, in
the Philippines, constitute the most
satisfactory development that has yet
been noted In our Oriental possessions.

1t is likely, indeed, that this gain of
an American naval station in the Far
East will, for many years, at least, bring
about the only benefit which we derive
from the American occupation of the
Philippines. There is little prospect of
any great good coming from the owner-
ship of the islands themselves in the
near future. The outlook in that re-
spect, indeed, is that they will cost us,
In war ‘and other ways, vastly inore
than they are worth.

As to the value of a naval station in
the Philippines, however, there can be
1o question, and for this reason the
progress of the work mow determined
upon “'by the Government may be
wvatched with gratification by the Ameri-
van pepple. The naval station at Subig
Bay is of more genuine promise to le-
gitimate American power than all the
islands of the Philipplne Archipelago,
the job-lot collection of embarrassments
for which we have already paid so many
hundreds of millions of dollars in excess
of their value.

FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD.

Mayor Wells's appointments so far
#secin to have been made on the basis of
fithess as to the requirements of ability
and character.

It is unfortunate, of course, If Mr.
Waells's selections have resulted in dis-
appointment to others, but this is in-
evitable in all such cases. The poiut te
be considered in the present instance is
as to the value to the community of the
Mayor's exercise of his right of selec-

i

There i» little probabllity that the peo-
of"St. Louls will find fault with
Mayor Wells for the excellent appoint-
ments with which he begins his admin-|

¥

desire. It means good government, and
it was for the purpose of securing good
government that,they elected Mr. Wells
to the mayoralty.

If there are any professional poll-
ticlans who see fit to raise a howl
Mr. Wells on this issue, their
affect the popular es-
commendable

_ APRIL SHOWERS. |

many Histitutions because of the liber-
ality of Whethér the

which may be open to discussion, with

tute in Chicago, and nearly $3,000,000
bequeathed to Tulane University in New
Orleans by Mrs. Josephiue I. Newcomb
of New York.

What may seem remarkable about the
whole list is the absence of the name of
Andrew Carnegie. During the last few
monihs that week las almost been
counted lost when he DBas not made a
£Ift to some city for a new librmy. Yet,
if the latter half of March is counted,
his name stands pre-eminent. New York,
St. Louis, Pittsburg and otber places
have been made beneficiaries to the ex-
tent of almost $15.000,000. This, togeth-
er with the §5,365,000 enumernted above,
makes the last month conspicnous for
the deeds of charity. What the real to-
12l is may never be known, for the list
is not a complete one by any means,

What the remainder of the month will
bring forth remains to be seen. The
stream of loving kindness manifested by
such magnificent gifts has apparently
been only tapped. From every part of
the country come announcements of ben-
efactions bestowed that show the pulse
of the rich has been touched. As a sign
of the tiwes nothing could be more pro-
Ppitious.

THREE REFORMS.

Without ostentation, without proclaim-
ing his action as a speclal virtue, Mayor

Wells has, in a few days, effected three
reforms of signal importance.

One sppears in his curt and unre-
served statement that he does not in-
tend to interfere with the courts by re-
mitting fines and penalties imposed for
vielation of c¢ity ordinances. At one
stroke a vast trade In grafting and fa-
voritism is expelled from the precincts
of the City Hall. The extent to which
this demoralizing trafiic has affected de-
cency and order does not appear in the
records of remissions, voluminous
though they are. It has discouraged po-
lice, prosecnting officers and courts, A
great proportion of the habitual erimi-
nal clags has felt secure on account of
“pulls” with City Hall politicians. An
immense amount of petty crime has
preyed upon the city because those
whose duty it was to deal with these
offenses had come to think that their
efforts were wasted.

The second reforsa comes with the
Magyor's quict notice to the Chief of Po-
lice that outstanding permits to street
venders and other such persons are re-
voked. This is another kind of traffic,
not as bad as the first, but still bad
enough, which has made the City Hall
an obstacle to the cleanliness and at-
tractiveness of the city.

A radical and far-reaching reform be-
gan when Mayor Wells notified the
heads: of departments that he did mnot
propose to Interfere with their appoint-
ments or methods, but did propose to
hold them strictly to account for results,
Aiost men in his position, even good men,
would have made this reversal of his
predecessor's policy a matter for a
flourish of trumpets. Mr. Wells did it
simply, quietly and as a matter of
course. It is a tremendous change from
4 Mayor at the head of a machine, med-
dling with every department, hunting
jobs for hordes of worthless creatures,
to one who will hold departments ac-
countable only for business results. The
people will Rot at once realize what 1t ]
means. They will grasp the meaning
only when results begin to speak for
themselves all along the line.

Mayor Wells has effected a revolution
already by pursuing the course natural
to him—that of being a good citizen and
a respongible representative of the vot-
ers, and not a shifty politician, fixing up
4 machine of precinct loafers.

FACTS IN THE CASE.

For several yenrs past it has becn evl-
dent that the Exposition was no longer
of benefit to the community, that it had
served its original purpose, that it had
ceased to be, of Itself, an attraction to
the public, and was, therefore, at the
end of Its mission.

Musle Hall, the only vital annéx to the
old Exposition, became largely the scene
of a private amusement enterprige.

The Coliseum, for which the Exposl-
tion proper was eacrificed, is most not-
ably a place for professional athletic
entertainments, slugging  matches,
wrestling bouts and the like. Once every
four years it is avallable as a natlonal
convention hall. This does mot justify
the sacrifice of a city park in order that
the Coliseum shall remain. The money
which the Exposition bondholders would
receive from the Library Board would
be ample to pay for its erection else-
where, if thought advisable.

The point at issue Is that the Ex-
position grounds are the property of the
people and that the greatest benefit to
the community will now come from
thelr use as a downtown park and the
Bite of a beautiful Public Library build-
ing. It is for this that The Republic
and the men who made the old Exposl-
tion a benefit and a blessing to 8t. Louis
fare now striving. The worn-out Expo-
sition is in private hands and is belng
managed for private profit. It has no
right to occupy ground that was once a
city park and should again be a city
park and the site of a people’s library.
And this Is a question for the people,
not for the amusement-venders now in
control of what was once the St. Louis
Exposition, to settle.

IT WON'T COST ANYTHING.

Mr. Parker, late candidate for the
Mayoralty, still continues to give cause
for regret. He still forces unpleasant is-
sues by an embittered and rather ugly
way of making charges against oppo-
nents,

He has forced Mr. Wells to openly re-
quest him to make a contest on the
gronnd of election frauds. In a published
letter he goes out of his way to say that
he was defeated by gross frauds. Mr.
Wells properly demands that he prove
this charge or make a retraction,

The Mayor Is within his right when
he insists that a defeated candidate
who publicly makes that charge against
him, against the Democratic party and
against the city of St. Louis shall come
forward and show where the gross

occurred.

If Mr, Parker was defeated by fraud,
there were enough frauds to change the
pluralities as shown in the officlal fig-
ures. Either he has substantial evidence
of fraud to that extent, or he is asserting
what he knows to be uatrue.

For the good name of St. Louis, as
well as for the comfort of Mr. Wells
and all other Democrats, It is desirable
that fraud be established or the biatant

ker and his adrisers from expense in
case they prove their claim. 1t they are
telling the truth In their talk, they can
prove |t without losing a1 cent. Probably
they will neither put up nor shut up;
for they are unwilling to stop howling
over defeat, though they know that the
result of the election was not in the
least affected by fraud.

PURELY PERSONAL.

The Globe-Demvocrat is agaln indica-
ting & desire to lug maiters of private
business into the Library-site discussion.
Very well. If the business record of The
Republic has anything to do with the
Publie Library question, let us proceed
without delay, >

Of course, thig exploration Into the
past of St. Louis, and the relations of
St. Louls newspapers to the public en-
terprises which have been factors in the
development of the city, is not to be the
sort of oncsided inquiry that would
traverse the record of The Republic
alone. The Globe-Democrat, counting the
sepurate buslness history of tlie Globe
and the Democrat as a legitimate part
of the record for whieh {the present
hyphenated compound is respounsible,
has had a career coverlng many years
of available opportunity. Apparently,
what the Globe-Democrat wants Is a
tale of two mewspapers. The Republic
Is ready. Let the story begin.

And the Globe-Democrat intimated
qulte correctly yesterduy that the de-
velopment of St. Louls has offered op-
portunities of two kinds. Its newspapers
have had the chance to take from as
well as to give to the publie. The op-
portunity to contribute tinancially in aid
of railroads, bridges, exchanges, faivs,
cxpositions, jetties and similar enter-
prises of public and semipablle char-
acter las been frequent, and it may
possibly interest the readers of the
Globe-Democrat and Republic to hear
what these two newspapers have done
when 8St. Louis has made demands on
the liberallty of Its citizens. Then it will
be in order to review the oceasions when
the same newspapers have had oppor-
tunity to prey upon the community and
levy tribute upon public enterprises, as
was notably the case in the Iron Moun-
tain Railroad steal and the Whisky Ring
conspiracy.

Not one of these things has the most
remote relation to the discussion of the
Public Library site, but The Republic
does not offer that fact as a bar to their
consideration. If the Globe-Democrat
feels that the subjects It has submitted
demand a present consideration, it has
The Republic's cheerful consent to go
on. The Republic will intervene only so
far as may be necessary to make sure
that the facts of history are neither
misstated nor overlooked.

When the announcement is made that
the President looks to Ex-Congressman
Rodenberg to correct abuses in the Clvil
Service, there is an accompanying ques-
tion as to whether McKinley, the man,
speaks, or McKlinley, the politician. Be-
tween the two lies a great gulf.

There is but one standard by which
St. Louis will be ruled for the next
four years and that is the standard for
which 8t. Louls voted on April 2, where-
‘In honesty, progress and uprightness
have a part. '

To those optimistic well-wishers of St.
Louls who thought that the hammer of
Old Apanias was worn out long age,
the news that it has been brought out
for one more ineffectual trial will come
4as a shock,

Arkansas has gone Missouri one bet-
ter. The Senate of that State has passed
a blll requiring every saloon patron to
pay a license of $5. This would bring
blushes even to General Billy Ryder.

General Pearson, the Boer agent at
New Orleans, who has announced that
privateering will be engaged in by his
people, evidently has a large hole
through his hat.

Certaln Congressmen could inform the
five Cuban delegates to President Me-
Kinley that unless they are prepared to
reslst messes of pottage their mission
will be in vain.

Sandbagging the World's Fair will
not be tolerated in St. Louis. The gentle
art of murdering public spirit has been
forgotten by the majority of St. Louls

cltizens,

In deciding that both parties to a car-
petbag divorce must establish a resi-
dence in the Dakotas the Supreme Court
makes the punishment fit the erime.

That French mald from whom sur-
geons are dally extracting hundreds of
needies probably complained of suffer-
ing from a stitch In the gide.

By Investigating the changes in the
electlion returns for the House of Dele-
gates the Grand Jury will be dolng a
service to good government.

Do you remember the Princess dl Chi-
may and her fiddler-lover Rigo back in
the Nineteenth Century? Alas, they've
butted into the Twentieth!

Mayor Wells refuses to take action
confirming the Globe-Democrat's asser-
tion that he would be dominated and
controlled by gang influence.

8o far J. Plerpont Morgan has spent
$2500 for a Scotch collie in London.
This does not indicate that he is or-
ganizing a sausage trust,

Spring wheat is in fine condition.
After all, this is more important to Mis-
sourl than the size of the Iindemnities
required from Chins.

If its progressive asininity contlnues
to develop symptoms of violent mania,
the Globe-Democrat will reach its finish
in a padded cell. .

Which is the better substitute for the
old Exposition—slugging matches and
vaudeville, or a public library and a
downtown park?

There was no “deflance” of anybody
contained in Mayor Wells's recent ap-
pointments. He slmply did his duty to
the community.

Cuba shouldn't be hostile to our Gov-
ernment, considering her happy condl-
tion now and her dreadful extremity of
two yoars ago.

Let us hope that the settlement of the
Philippines friar question will not be

talk of fraud" be stopped. The
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REPURBLIC SPLCIAT,

Wasghington,  Appil  18.—President  Me-
Kinley will, ten days hence, begin hig great
wonr to the 'acifie Cozet. He leaves Wash-
ington Monday mopriing, April 20, at 10:20
o'clock, on perhaps the most sumptuous
specisl train that wae ever “made up.” s
Journey wlll take him through Virginla,
Timnesspe, Mississippl, Louislana, Texas,
Arizona, Callfornia, Oregon, Montana, Colo-

PRESIDENT McKINLEY’S COMING TRIP THROUGH

THE SOUTH AND TO THE PACIFIC COAST.

day—three Pullman car: and two palace
cars, provided by the Southern Pacific Rall-
rond. The Olympla, one of what are
perhaps the two handsomest rallway cars
ever bulit, will be the President's ablding
place. The Olympia's slster-car, the Im-
perlal, was (irst set apart for the train,
but its name war consldered rother M-
chosen, and it was side tracked. The
Olymplia was then ordered to Chicago from

to the total number of twenty-three.

ferent railroade,
consumo  just
Washingion

and the Presldent wll

Clty to Yellowstone

“outward” and ths “homewnard" trip.
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rado, Kansas and a string of other States,

The entire Journey will cover 10,500 miles,
will be over the trucks of twenty-seven dif-

one month In golng from
Park,
which s tho dlviding points between the

The Prestdunt’s train will consist of five
t‘-rll‘s._um] Wos githered torether in Chicago,
It will be brought to Washington Butur-

the Paclific Coast.
PRESIDENT'S SUMPTUOUS
HOME ON THE TRIP.

i The Olympla Is seventy feet long and has

five private rooms, a spaclous observation
room and accommodations for cuisine and
rervante' quarters. The Jdining and ob-
servatlon room I8 seventeen feet long and
Is furnished in vermillion. The carpets, up-
holstery and hangings are heavy and rich.
The private rooms are finished in maple,
mahogany and koko, and have large brass
beds, spoces for steamer frunks, separate
tollet-rooms and Jurge mirrors and ward-
robes,

The two Pullman compartment cars for
other members of the presidential party
are of the most approved pattern. They
are fitted with luxurious staterooms and
have observation and library scctlons.

The Southern Paciflc Company will send a
composite car, having a baggage-room,
bathrgom, barber shop, buffet and llbrary
#ection, and a splendidly equipped dining
car, -

Tho President's party will consist of his
wife and all the members of tha Cabinet
except Secretaries Gage and Root and At-
torney General Knox. The present Inten-
tion Is for the followlng gentlemen and la-
dles to be present:

President McKinley and Mrs. McKinley,
Secretary and Mre. Hay, Postmaster Gen-
eral Smith and Mlss Smith, Secretary and
Mrs. Long, Secretary and Mrs. Hitcheock
and Secretary and Miss Wilson, Miss Mary
Barber, Henry T. Scott, Mr. and Mrs,
Charles Moore, Becretary and Mrs. Cortle-
you, Doctor and Mra., Rixey, Assistant Bec-
retary Barnes, M. A. Dignan, several ste-
nographers, representatives of the press
sagoclations, three {llustrated weeklles and
the Washington daflies. The party will al-

of tha Western Union Telegraph Company
at Washington, and Mr. Ribble, manager of
the Poatal Telegraph Cable Company.
C‘olonel L. 8. Brown. general agent of the
Southern Rallway, will accompany the par-
ty from here to New Orleans and from
New Orleans to Portlund, Ore., the party
will be accompanifed by E. 0. McCormick,
passenger traffic manager of the Southern
Paceiile lines
TWO-TON ROUQUET FOR
MRS. McKINLEY AT SAN JOSE.

A feature of the trip will be the floral of-
fering to Mrs. McKinley from the ladies
of Ban Jose, Cal,, which place will
‘reached In the afternocon of May 13. The
work Is In Lthe hands of the Ladles' Auxill-
ary Committee, who are pursuing the work
of securing the requisite number of flowers
for the decoration of St. James Park for
the Carnlval of Rozes. They have orguan-
fzed on & business hasis and are making
those who are williug to help =ign a con-
tract to dellver what blossoms nre necessi-
ry for the department they select. In this
manner the whole country will be worked,
and there I8 no doubt that the result will
be a sufficient quantity of flowers for the
purposes required.

The blg bouquet for Mre, McKinley, It has
been declded, will be more than 10 feet
In circumferenee and will require abnut two
tons of blossoms. These will all bhe contrib-
uted, and speclal committees are making
efforts to have all the different varietles
of blosscma and leaves of plants In the
county in the structure. Thetfe are now
promised about 0 pounds of flowers, and It
will require no effort to obtain the remalin-
der necessary.

The programme of the Carnival of Roses
was presented to the Executlive Committee
for Indorsement lust night. While it i= not
entirely completed, the maln features have
all been arranged. They are as follows:

Concert at St. James Park by the Fifth
Regiment Band of forty pleces; band meets
presidentfal party at the BErcad Gauge De-
pot; salute of twenty-one guns by the Grand
Army of the Republic. During the absence
of the Presldent’s party on its drive about
the valley the band will play at the park,
and upon the return of the party will meet

80 Le accompanied by Mr, Marean, manager

be |

piark the presidential bouquet will be pre-
| sented by the ladles of the county. At $
''p. m. a concert will be given at the Flaotel
! Vendome, where the Presldent and his pars
ty wil stop.

LAUNCHING OF OHIO AND

TOUR THROLGH YELLOWSTONE.

The President will spend four ful! days in

San  Francisco, arriving there Tuesday
aftornoon, May W, and leaving the follow-
ink Monday morning. He and his party

will e guests at a bangust by the Ohlo So-
ciety, a public reception, the launching of
the new battleship Oblo, a banquet &t tha
Pulace Hotel, a trip on the bay, Including
a visit to all the forts, and probably a re-
view at the Presidio.

The party will reach Butte. Mont.,, on
May 28, proceed to Helena in the afler-
noon, and begin a tour of Yellowstone Park
on the morning of May 2. Three days wiii
be consumed in exploring the park. Usually
the reservation Is not open to tourists until
the middle of June, owing to the fact that
the paik Is at an elevation of 7.000 feet, and
in not completely clear of snow until thot
Jdute. For this occaslon, however, it will be
opened this yvear a fortnight earller.

Upon leaving the park on the evening of
Muay 21 the party will double biack to Ana-
eomla and thence southward for Salt Lake
City.

On June & the President Is expocted to be
in Colorndo Springs for the purpose of lay-
ing the corner stone of the new Y. AL €. Al
bullding.

The Kansas Itinerary will include =tops
at Topekn., Emporia, Ottawa, Haldwin,
Lawrence and possibly Junctlon ity
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This is the schedule of the President's Friday. May 8.—Visits to Houston, Prairie

View, Hemprtead and Austin, Tex.

Monday, April 23—Leave Washington 10:30 a.
m.; short stops at Charlottesville, Lynchburg,
Roanoke, Bristol.

Tuesday, April 30—Arrive at Memphis 4:30 p.

m.

Wednesdoy, May 1—Leave Memphls 1:30 ao.
m.; short atops at Vicksburg and Jackeon; ar-
rive at New Orieans 4:30 p. m., leaving there
4t 8 p. m. on the following day,

Saturday, May 4—Arrive at Ean Antonio 1:16
a. m.; leave at noon.

Sunday, May 5. —Arrive at E1 Paso, attend
church, and remain untfl noon Monday.

Tuesdsy, May 7.—Visite Maricopa and FPhoe-

Wadnesday, Moy B8.—Visits Redlands and
reaches Los Angeles, to reomalin until Friday
morning.

Friday.
ventura, Santa

May 10.—Vi=its Smugus, Ean Buena-
Barbara and San Lauls Obirpo.

Blg Trees and arrives at San Jore, to remaln
until ncxt afternoon.

Tuesday, May 14.—Visits Palo Alto and Bur-
lingame, and arrives at San Francisco, to re-
main untll morning of May 20,

Monday, May 3.—Visits Btockton, arrives at
Bacramento.

Tuesday, May 5.—Visits Redding. Sieson and
Ashland,

Wednesday, May IA—Visits Selem and arrives
at FPortland.

Tuesday, Msy 2.—Visits Butte, arrives at He-

lena.

Wednesday, May M —Begins tour of Tellow
stons Park. \

Monday, June 3—Asrives st Salt Lake City.

Thureday, June §&—Arrives ail Colorade Syrings
and begins homeward journey.

GREAT ANTI-TRUST
MATCH FACTORY.

Largest Plant in the World Will
Be in Operation at Terre
Haute, Ind., by June 1.

REPUBLIC SPECIAL.

Terre Haute, Ind., April 18, —It is now dis-
closed that a large bullding, just completed
and supposed to bs a warehonse for a ce-
real-food mill, {s to be the largest match
factory in the world. It wlll be an antl-
trust plant and will, it Is eald, be In opera-
tion by June 1. The machinery has arrived
from Germany. The enterprise was man-
aged secretly until Wednesday.

The factory will have a capacity of 150,-
000,000 matches a day, and agents are ready
to open offices et once {n London and the
larger cltles of the United States. The cap-
ito]l stock (s $160,000 and !s all held In Terrs

LIVE SNAKE FOUND
IN CORPSE'S STOMAGH.

Undertaker’s Discovery Explains
Queer Symptoms During Unfor-
tunate Man’s Last Illness.

REPUPLIC EPECIAL,

New TYork, April 18.—Willlams Bprague
was buried here several weeks ago, but only
this week has the queer flod of the under-
taker who prepared the body for burial
been allowed to leak out.

In the process of embalming thes under-
taker was horrified at discovering a live
gnake In the stomach of the corpse. The
reptile was between 3 and 4 feet fn length,
three-quarters of an jnch thick, head and
body spotted, with black tall.

The find explains several singular circum-
stances of the unfortunate man's last ill-

manufacturer and capitalist,
of the company.

mnnager here,
toothpicks will be made.

Haute, with B. G. Hudnut, the cereal-food
at the head

Charles Gregg, who has been manager of

a factory at Crawfordsville, will ba the
All kinds of matches and

ness, notably of an Inordinate appetite, es-
peclally for uncooked food, and a sensation
of welght and uneasiness in the stomach.
Typhold-pneumonia was supposed to be
the illness which proved fatal. but the case
presented many strange features and
proved stubborn under il treatment. |

WEALTH IN POTTER
PALMER’S MANSION.

Files Personal Property Schedule
Showing Value of Effects in One
House to Be $435,940.42.

REPUBLIC SFECIAL.

Chicago, Iil., April 18.—The first hig per-
sonal property schedule of the seamon was
filed with the Board of Assessors Wednes-
day. It was Potter Palmer’s, and {t con-
tained & list of the effects in his Lake Shore
drive mansion.

The total amount fs $435,940.42, as against
$241.504 in 1900, The items listed are:

Eight horses, $.500; billlard table, $100:
carriages and harness, $5,400; watches and
clocks, $225: sewing machines, $25; plano,
$160; dlamonds and jewelry, $88,000; cash on
hand, $§78.49; credits, $61,075.60; bonds and
stocks, $66,686.83; household goods, including

pictures, books, statuary, silver and gold
plate, table ware and ornaments, §190,500.

LOVERS OPPOSED
DIED SIDE BY SIDE.

Bodies Found on River Bank With
a Note That Explained the
Tragedy.

REPUBLIC SPECIAL.
Eimirs, N. Y., April 18—The dsad bofis

o 1801.—Brother and Sister: !;

pril 17,
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THE CONTRIBUTOR.

By Pembroke Lowndes.

On a side sirest, just back of & church
and parish-house fronting on Broadway,
but so deep a3 to break the hideousness of
the row of smnll shops on the rear street,
I had found & lodging that offered advan-
tages that I could not set aslde, despite the
neighborhood’s indifference to cleanliness
and other social virtues, The house itself
was a8 clean as p house that had been
bullt thirty-five years ago could be.

Here I made my first acquaintance among
my fellow-lodgers before my single box
arrived. T was, in fact, awaiting the ar-
rival of the box when an old gentleman
opened the door behind me. He stood a few
moments on the step that separated the
house from the sidewalk, and then. notie-
ing me, he smiled pleasantly and spoke of
the chimes that came from the steeple half
2 block away; too mear to bo mellow, but
evidently enjoyed by my new acquaintance.
Before T could answer the Colonel (when
I came to know him I always called him
Colonel), another lodger entered the house,
eyed us with a look that indicated that he
was surprised to find us In conversation. I
learned afterwards that the Colonel wa= not
intimate with hisTheighbors, and I took his
friendliness toward myself as no small com-
pliment,

I introduced myself, explalnlng that I
was a newcomer, and expressed the hope
that I would see him again. My hap-
hazard remark nearly ended our acgualint-
ance hefore It was well begun. I moticed
that the Colone] drew limeself up a bit
straighter, and in few moments he was

walking decliberately down the street on
the errana ne had nterrunted to sveak to
me.

During the next fortnight I met Colonel
Frees now and then, on the stalr, and we
merely exchanged nods. Probably I had
forgotten his rather abrupt ending of our
first meeting, but his manner did not sug-
gest that he was anxious to expand our ac-
quaintance. I found that he lived with hiw
wifeon the top floor; that the latter went out
frequently on errands that were always ac-
complished in an hour or two. I noted
thesa detalls because I had developed con-
siderable interest in the Colonel and his
wife. I felt that they were worth studying.
The other lodgers had long ago given up
speculating on their history, and I might
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tleman met me at my door one evening and
stopped to exchange a word or two. He
seemed to be elated about something, and
finally he told me that he had sold a story
that day. I could see his fingers moving to-
ward his walstcoat pocket, where his “hon-
orarium’” was doubtless deposited. Uncon-
sclously I adopt the Colonel's expressions
in speaking of him. He always referred to
the rewards of his literary work as honor-
arlums.

@radually, by successive meetings, we be-
came better acgquainted, and at last he
asked me to come upstairs to his room.
He and his wife had occupled this room
for five years, I had been told by our
housekeeper. It was low and somewhat
“stuffy,” but neat and well furnished; In
this respect It presented a better appear-
ance than any room In the house. The
furniture belonged to the old couple; it was
aristocratic, but worn, reminding me of the
fmpression I had received of the Colonel's
apparel on the day I first met him.

1 was presented to'Mrs. Frees and greeted
by her with the simple dignity that marked
thelr every movement. I do not know who
they were or what their position had been,
but I have never met a man or woman
whose bearing was more impressive of re-
finement.

Nelther Colonel Frees ror his wife made
any effort to conceal their clrcumstancesa
The old gentleman wrote stories, most of
them reminiscent of his experiences in the
Civili War. Mrs, Frees painted flowers on
‘fancy articlea’” at a compensation that I
thought must some day Iay heavily upon
the conscience of the Sixth avenue dealer
who bought them. I suppose she spent
eight or ten hours a day on thess plncush-
lons and handkerchief cases, the purveyors
thereof collecting them the year round to
be placed upon the market at Christmas.
1 do not think the work wearled her; she
seemed to enjoy the flowers that grew under
her deft brush, and was apparently uncon-
ecious of the cheap white satin wsoil on
which they were bedded. A pot of hello-
trope that stood In the window alll was her
favorite study. .

I learned, bit by bit, that they never
talked of thelir affairs, that Mrs. Frees was
the business manager of the small estab-
lishment. She ordered the food that was
cooked on & gas stove in an alcove in the
room—never In my presence, you may be
sure—and carried her work to the shop by
which she was regularly employed, bring-
ing back the pisin pleces to be decormted

Occasionally & calendar or a lot of Easter
cards varied the monotony of pincushions
and cravat cases.

She also cenducted the business end of
the Colonel's story-writing, malling the
manuscripts and recsiving them back or de-
lighting the old man's heart now and then
by returning with a few dollars for one of
his contributions, having cashed the remit-
tfance in whatever form it came. I was per-
mitted to read a single story that looked
as though it had been printed some time
before. It was signed “Elizabeth Shippen.”
his wife’s maiden name.

It was plain enough that thelr cccupa-
tions ware mere meakeshifts; the Colonel
was not a trained writer, and his wife's
work was based, I Imngined, on a skill
attained long ago, when embroidery and
painting were fashionable accomplishments,

They told me that they rented a letter
box in a shop at the corner.

The mail at the houss was deposited on
the hatrack in the hall and examined by
each lodger as he went out or came In, and
the Colonel preferred the greater privacy
of a pigeon hole (at a rental of 35 cents &
month), in the statlonery and toy shop he
passed every day, This mail box and the
Colonel’s plps were his only extravagances,
Tha plpe he never lighted without first ob-
talning a nod of permission from his wife.

I used to spend some time in the fourth-
story room reading books and stories to
Mrs. Frees, preparatory to translating them
—by means of livellhood. The old lady fell
il after I had known her about six months,
Very gradually she grew weaker; a doctor
came a few times, but his treatment did
not benefit her, and when I called upon bim
a day or two later, his verdict was simply
“general diminution of vitality, I can do
nothing for her,”” he sald. *“She might live
Several years, though with more suitable
food and surroundings.”

I noticed now, as Mrs. Frees grew more
helpless, moving about the room, but never
going out of doors, and doing but little
work on the folds of white and pink satin,
that when tha Colonel was absent she
talked slways of him and his work.

Littls by little shs told me a part of their
story, They had been well-to-do, as I sup-
posed; not wealthy, but In comfortable cir-
cumstances. A son had ruined his father
by an escapade which drew upon his
finances at a time when the use of his capl-
tal meant the loss of all. I was never told
what the son had done, but he escaped ex-
posure and punishment. In & vague way
I had supposed that the son was dead or
had gone away, but Iater I was told that
he “had a position™ in a publishing house.
“Gregory’'s salary is very small,"” his mother
sald, comnveying an apology for his obvious
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in view. Probably she thought I might leely
after the Colonel when she was gone

Plalner every day became the fact thad
my f{riend’s money supply was very lew.
The Colonel’s contributions, as he ealled
them, were never accepted now, a fast
which he attributed with pathbtie lightaess
to the absence of his wife's influence on the
malls. I kept away from their roem at
meal times, and now and then X took some
dellcacy to Mra. Frees: the food that she
needed would never have been accepled

1 saw, too, that the old lady could mot
live long. and one day I ventured to ask if
she would not let me call upon her son.
No; It was Impossible.

The Colonel would never permit it. He
had not seen Gregory or mentioned his
name for years And then the mother de-
fended her son from my k
i unspoken judg-

‘“He has been a good boy,” she said, “and
would have helped us, only the Colonel—
and then she looked away. “I have seen
him every month,”” she told me. “But I
would not accept his help. The Colonef—
and here she stopped again.

I knew intuitively there was somathing
that weighed upon the Invalid's mind, She
would look at me steadily when she thought
I wase absorbed. and often I caught an ex-
prut-ll.nn th;:t led me to think that she was
on e point of telllng me something
waited patiently for her mind to be u-d:
up, never doubting that she would take me
further into her confidence.

This came about one avenin
Colonel had gone out to m"lm &
?l[‘ru. ll“;ees listened for the faint sound eof

e closing door below, a
to her chair. e

There were minutes of hesita
then sho turned her head away laﬂ::mx
ed her hand to me. I paw that she wantsd
ma to take the key she held

“There are some pa loekad
drawer of my dresser, Amrlhur?' rt:.-m Der
saying, “that I want you to CRArry to youp
room. The Colonel must not see them.
And I think I will sleep a little now."

Quietly I collected the papers from the
drawer and carrled them to my room. I
had asked no questions, because none had
sermed to be expected. In a few minutes
I lighted the gas, and turned to place the
bundle In my trunk. In an instant, s my
ayes rested on thomlhld,lm
the old lady's last secret Her pay for the
fancy artiiles could not have been so smal]
as I thought. Hmwmlh.chhnd'.'h-
cepted contributions.” Each envelope wae
addressed “Elizabeth Box 4,

h avenue, City.” She “accepted™
every one. o

A few wieks afterwards I stood tn the
cemetery and watched the Colosel’s un-

the impression that the old lady
these things with o definite purpose

steady steps as be passed through the gate,
his band resting heavily en his son's arss,
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